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/if ---] ANOTHER |: 


OTHERS I 
SUMMONED 
COULDN'T 
WAIT TO 
GO! 







































BUT YOU 
STILL NEED 
TO GO 
SAVE THIS 
WORLD. 


YOU'RE 


THE 
WORLD? 







MANGA 
AND NOVEL 


WORLD 
MYSELF? 








THIS 
ISN'T A 


ISN'T ‘ a DREAM! I 
ALREADY 

IT FINE IF : Tee 
I DON'T 7 Al | bccep ar 
GO? Le Sa | RANDOM. 
THEY WENT 

WITH A 

SPRING 


IN THEIR 
STEP! 


THE ONES 
WHO WERE 
ALL GUNG- 
HO_ WERE 
PROBABLY 
YOUNGER 
THAN ME, 
RIGHT? 





DION'T 
YOU SAY 
THERE'D BE 
BATTLES 
IN THIS 
WORLD? 








HAVING 
TONS OF 
ADVEN- 
TURES... 


IF YOU'D 
INVITED ME 
I CAN'T WHEN T WAS 
RUSH INTO 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS! Bye \ vAve BEEN 
i THRILLED. 


AT MY AGE, 
I NEED TO 
BE A LITTLE 
MORE CIR- 
CUMSPECT. 
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| CN OLE 
LeEADY || HA 
AONE! THIS? 


THERE'D 
BE MORE 
CONS THAN 


ARTING 
OVER IN A NEW 
WORLD. I'D 
BE THROWING 
AWAY ALL THE 
PRACTICAL 
KNOWLEDGE 
AND SOCIAL 
SKILLS I'VE 
LEARNED. 


ONCE YOU'RE 

OVER THIRTY, 

YOU'VE BUILT 
A LIFE FOR 
YOURSELF. 


STABLE. 
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FEARSOME 
WEAPONS, 
PHYSICAL 
STRENGTH, 
BEAUTY, WHAT- 
EVER YOU - 
DESIRE. 





AT THIS 
POINT, I 
GUESS 
GOING 
HOME'S 
OUT OF THE 
QUESTION. 











TILL NOW, 
« EVERYONE'S 
» = _ ASSUMED 
= THEY COULD 
ONLY MAKE = a phim 
Za 7 | . WORLD? 


Lif) 
Wade 


\. 


NOowtilmy, 


= 


RIGHT. 
FIRST, I'D 
LIKE TO BE 

FAMILIAR WITH 
THIS WORLD'S 
LANGUAGE 
AND BASIC 


DO THE 
INHABITANTS 
KNOW THAT 













OR, j 
RIGHT! WELL, oe 
WHEN YOU 


3 | WILL APPEAR — 
Sms ee = 

= saviors, : | S 

= SO THEY'LL | “ 
== PROBABLY i 3 aw 


Ezz SEEK YOU 
ZZ OUT. 


COULD 
YOU PUT 
THAT MARK 
SOMEWHERE 
SUBTLE? ON 
THE BACK OF 
MY_HEAD, 
BENEATH MY 
HAIR...? 


DISCREET. 


YOU SAID 
THIS WORLD 


HAVE KNIGHTS TO 
PROTECT THE 
CITIZENS? 





yOu 
CAFE WISH 
LIST WAS 
ANNOYINGLY =—\ 


MAKE THE 
MOST OF 
THIS. 


a 
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“yyy [TIS 


DESCRIBE 
YOUR DREAM 
CAFE AND T'LL 
MAKE ONE 
BASED ON 
THAT. 


os 


CAN CREATE 
AS MUCH 


FOOD OR 
MONEY AS YOU 
CHOOSE! 


PENDANT 
RETURN TO 





















OH! 
WILL I BE 
ABLE TO USE 
MAGIC RIGHT 
AWAY? 










USE A 

COMPARISON 

piety 

IF THIS WERE ———— 
A VIDEO 


Si 





“S55 TIME ANY- 
ONE'S 





NYAWALO) 










tem UNLIMITED 
MP, BUT YOU 
WOULDN'T 
KNOW ANY 






















SPELLS. — BASICALLY, 
Ses YOU! 
=== HAVE MAGIC, 

= wont enow 
EE, MAGIC. 


A FIRE! 


I'D NEED, 


THEN 
I'D LIKE 
THE ABILITY 
TO USE THE 


STRONGEST 
DEFENSIVE 


WELL...I'M 
COUNTING 
ON YOU! 


WHEEZE. 
/ GASP! 





































































































WHAT I 
IMAGINED! 











‘SECOND 
FLOOR... 




























































































































































































































































































ACCORDING 
7O THAT 
ORB-- 
“GO. Dp a 
THIS 
KINGDOM'S 

CALLED 
OTHEL. 


IT'SA 
LARGE 

COLINTRY 
SURROLIND- 
ED BY HIGH 
WALLS AND 
PROTECTED 

BY SNOW. 


THE ROAD 
LEAD 70 THE KNIGHTS 


TOWN? ||| WHO DEFEND 
; IT FROM 
MONSTERS. 
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I GUESS 
THIS SPOT 
WON'T BRING 
IN TONS OF 
CUSTOMERS. 
AND I DON'T 
WANT TO RUN 
MYSELF 
RAGGED. 


intl 


3 


STILL, 
I'LL GIVE 
IT MY OWN 
PERSONAL 
TOUCH! 
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I'D LIKE 
A NICE 








A 
CLASSIC 
CAFE 
COUNTER! 








OH! T'M 
eNNNe 


BOOK 
CUSTOMERS. 
COULD I USE 

MAGIC TO 
KEEP THEM IN 

MINT CON- 

DITION? 


PLUS, A 
MAGIC BOOK 
THAT TELLS 

ME WHEN 
GUESTS WILL 
ARRIVE! 


A STABLE. 
AFTER ALL, 
HORSES ARE 


THIS WORLD'S (Enchanted to keep fire 


Fireplace 


MOST COMMON from spreading) 


MODE OF 
TATION! 




























































































e 
we 

( Wee 

\ Stable with Fountain 
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IN and Pasture 
| | (Enchanted to self- 
\ \ clean and deter theft) 
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ZI SHOULD 
DO SOME 
READING -- 
AND START 
STUDYING 
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SOMEONE 
WHO'S 
ACTUALLY 
FROM THIS 
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SHE 
MADE 
IT OVER 
THERE 
SAFELY! 


LATELY, 
I'VE SENT 
WEIRDO 
AFTER 
WEIRDO. 


THAT 
LAST GIRL I 
SENT POSED 
A DIFFERENT 

PROBLEM. 


SHE 
ACTUALLY 
WOUND UP 
IN OTHEL, 
TOO. 
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SHELVES. 














PLEASE DO! 
SHE CAN 
GRAZE ALL 
SHE LIKES. 
THERE'S AN 
ANTI-THEFT 
BARRIER. 
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eoee 


MAY TI 
LEAVE MY 
HORSE 
IN THE 
PASTURE 
BY YOUR 
STABLE? 

































































30, FEEL 
FREE TO 
READ WHILE 
YOU ENJOY 














































MOST 
CERTAINLY! 









LUCKILY, 
I FOUND A 
COPY! WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
READ IT? 




















PROTEC- 
TIVE MAGIC 
KEEPS THE 
BOOKS IN 


PERFECT 















SIT 
WHEREVER 
YOU LIKE! 
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FEEL 
FREE TO 
READ FOR 
AS LONG AS 
YOU PLEASE. 
YOU'RE 
MY FIRST 
GUEST! 
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SO MANY 
BLACK TEA 
VARIETIES! 
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EVEN JHE 


DECENT. 
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I'D 
LIKE A 
BREAKFAST 
SANDWICH 
AND A TEA, |. 
PLEASE! |} 




























































































FIRST, 
I NEED 
FRESH 
INGREDI- 
ENTS. 




















FINISHING 
TOUCH! 
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IF YOU 
LIKE, YOU 
CAN STAY TILL 
WE CLOSE! 
BUT IF YOU 
NEED TO LEAVE 
AT A SPECIFIC 

ME, USE 
THIS ALARM 
CLOCK. 





I'LL BE 
READING 
AT THE 
COUNTER. 


PLEASE 
USE THE 
TABLE 
BELL IF 
YOU NEED 
ANYTHING. 
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RING_INSIDE 
YOUR HEAD 
AT WHAT- 
EVER TIME 
YOU SET 











HIS 
SANDWICH 
LOOKED 
AVERAGE, 
BUT IT 
TASTES SO 
FRESH! 


IT's 
BEEN 
AGES 

SINCE I 
ATE A MEAL 


THIS DEL/- 
CIOUS. 
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A-ARE 









THE BLS 
ie || HEE 
ARE THE a 
PRICES! 



























COULD 










YOU PUT IT 

GLAD TO! I ASIDE FOR 
JUST RUN ME? I'M 

THIS CAFE HOPING TO 

FOR FUN, SO COME BACK 

I HAVEN'T TOMORROW. 


ADVERTISED 





FIRST 
CUSTOMER 


RIGHT 
NOW, 
YOU'RE 
MY FIRST 
AND ONLY 
CUSTOMER! 











mE | TL See YOU 
———| TOMORROW. 


LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO IT! 





‘YL, ” 


GLAD MY 
FIRST GUEST 
SEEMED 





ARRIVED. 


MAYBE 
HE UNWINDS 
BY READING, 

LIKE ME. 
































. AN EYE! WHO | 
* WAS SHE? & 





























THE SAVIOR! 
I'LL DO 
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WELCOME 





FIRST! DID 
YOU AND 
YOUR HORSE 
FINALLY GET 
A CHANCE 
TO RELAX? 


WHAT 
DID I MISS 
WHILE I 
WAS AWAY? 
ANYTHING TO 




















CERTAINLY 
LOOK MUCH 
BETTER! 


BELIEVE 
WE AREN'T 

ALLOWED 
TO LET OUR 


AND ALL 
BECAUSE 
ONE HORSE 
SPOOKED 
THE SAVIOR, 
AND SHE 
TRIPPED. 


INTO YOUR 
READING 
TIME? ISN'T 
THAT THE 
HIGH POINT 








BEING A 
BOOKWORM 
MUST BE 
TOUGH! 








THIS WHOLE 
THING'S RI- 
DICULOUS. 











WE'LL 
TAKE THEM 
FOR LONG 

RIDES WHEN 
WE FINISH 
WORK. FOR 
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I HOPE \ 

THE PRINCE Na AY 
GETS HIS . ee 
HEAD ON 
STRAIGHT 

SOON. 
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HEELS FOR 

THE SAVIOR. 

IT'S HOPE- 
LESS. 
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[CEA Not FOR , Va SO 


HIM, THEY'D 
HAVE SENT rey ee 

HER PACK- Bieta 

| WE'RE ALL 

THINKING 


SHE'S 
BEEN HERE 
ALMOST S/x 

MONTHS 
AND HASN'T 
LEARNT ONE 

SPELL! 


SHE 
WASTES 
ALL HER 

TIME 
TWISTING 

THE PRINCE 
AROUND 
HER LITTLE 
FINGER! 











iT. 


It'S 
ALL RIGH 
I KNOW 
HOw You 

FEEL. 


WE 
NEED TO 
SORT THIS 


OUT. NOT 

JUST FOR 
OUR SAKES 
BUT FOR THE 


a 


GREATER 


GOOD. 


I'D GO 


CRAZY 
lF I HAD 
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OTHEL'S 
COUNTING 
ON you, |} 
CAPTAIN 
SOEIL! 

















DON'T BE 
RIDICULOUS, 
BEORC. 











AREN'T 
YOU NICE- 
CAPTAIN? 
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S88 





BUT 
AS TIME 
PASSED, 
THE SAVIOR 
NEVER ONCE 
TRIED TO 
LEARN 


MAGIC. 


PEOPLE 
EVERYWHERE 
WERE OVER- 

JOYED... 














ONE DAY, 
A YOUNG 
WOMAN 
ARRIVED-- 
AN ALL- 
POWERFUL 
SAVIOR. 


BELIEVING 





FOOD AND WO 
cLoTHEes TN 
AND OVER- KO) 


SHE EX- 


HAUSTED 
EVERYONE 
LIVING 
ON THE 
CASTLE 
GROUNDS, 
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N-NO! I'D 
NEVER DO 
SOMETHING 
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YOu 
ON'T YOU, 


T'VE 
SERVED 
HOOD! YOu fae 
&& 


KNOW T... 
= yh 
in | 


» 
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CAPTAIN! 
THE 
SAVIOR'S 


PICKING . 
A FIGHT - 

































































































WITH A : ki wD 
SERVANT! if é 
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HAVE A AFTER 
DIFFERENT THAT... 
MAID SWAP 

THE PENDANT 
WITH A FAKE. 
GOT IT. 
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GET HER- 
SELF FIRED 


OVER THIS 
SILLY LITTLE 


9 
sy 
5 
et 
A) 










































































75 








































































































SINCE I'M 
PRETTY AND 
IMPORTANT, 
I'M PLAYING 

LIFE ON EASY 

MODE! 

































































































































































I 
WONDER 
IF THAT 
KNIGHT 
WILL 


RETURN. 
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I'D LIKE 
TO KEEP 


READING 
THAT BOOK 


SURE 
a THING! SIT 
w| WHEREVER 
YOU LIKE. 





















































E 
ORDERED 


A Full 
MEAL. 





COMING 
RIGHT 
UP! 
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VISITS 
VARIED IN 
LE 




































































YOU'RE 
CAPTAIN OF 


WORK KEEP 
YOU BUSY? 






























THANKS — \ 2, 
FOR ALWAYS 
GARNISHING <q. 

MY FOOD 
WITH HEALING 

MAGIC. 





THAT'S AN 

IMPRESSIVE 

HIGH-LEVEL 
SPELL. 


OH! YOU 
FIGURED 
THAT OUT, 
HUH? I JUST 
THOUGHT IT 
MIGHT PERK 
YOU UP. 


I WAS 
OUT RID- 
pare 
UPON YOUR [Ptr es 





RECENTLY 
LOST ACCESS 
TO THE 
GROUNDS 
WHERE OUR 


HORSES 
EXERCISED. 
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PENDANT 
SUMMONS 
THINGS FOR 
IM ALWAYS 
UP FOR 
SHOPPING! 


FREE, BUT 


CAN I 
INTEREST 















































YES. el | -£@ ff WA Excuse 
GETTING Al ‘ Ai RON My ASKING, 
HERE WAS FY | \ baa a BUT ARE 
JOURNEY! NOB : yi ANCTHER 











iTS A 
Ss 
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OH 
YEAH! 


I 
SHOULD 











IT’S 
FPROGABLY 
EASIER FOR 
HER TO CHEW 
FOOD THAT'S 
CHOPPED UP. 
I'LL CREATE 
SOME WITH MY 
PENDANT. 























4 
THOUGHT 
I'D PUT OUT 
HORSE FOOD 
BEFORE YOU 
ARRIVED. 
SORRY TO 








I 
BROUGHT 
SOME 
CARROTS 
AND APPLES. 

MA 
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NOT 


EVEN THE 
CASTLE MAIDS 
WOULD BE 
AFRAID OF 
HER, WOULD 
THEY? 













IT SEEMS 
I WORRIED 
NEEDLESSLY. 


REALLY?! 














YOu 
MIGHT NOT 
SEE THAT 
TOO OFTEN 
IN OTHEL, 
SINCE IT’S 
ALWAYS 
SNOWING. 


I PUT 
OUT SOME 
TEMPORARY 
OPEN-AIR 
SEATING. 








a2 














AT HOME! 





MAKE 
YOURSELF 
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LATELY, HE 
| GETS BACK 

lA LOOKING WAY 
N ‘GETTER THAN 
WHEN HE LEFT. 
SOMETHING'S 

DEFINITELY 

GOING ON. 
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IT’S NICE 
HAVING A 
CHANCE TO 
KICK BACK 
AND SHOP. 























THE KING 
GAVE THE 
PRINCE AND 
THE SAVIOR 
THEIR OWN 
PRIVATE TIME- 
SLOT FOR 
BROWSING, SO 
I GUESS WE 
DON'T HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
RUNNING 
INTO THEM, 
EH? 





























SUIT 
YOURSELF. 
I'M HEADING F 
OVER THAT 
WAY. 











Sap 
SEIN 
BERS 

S 
NUx& 


SENSE, 
WOULDN'T IT? 
AFTER ALL, SHE 
ENCHANTS MY 
MEALS WITH 
HEALING 
MAGIC FOR 
FREE. 


MAKE 
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I DOUBT 
SHE'D LIKE 
ANYTHING TOO 
FLASHY. AND I 
SHOULDN'T PICK 
SOMETHING 
THAT GETS IN 
HER WAY AT 
WORK. 


NECKLACE? 
OR A PAIR OF 
EARRINGS? 











PARDON 


THtHis | \\\ 
wir Tie, ay AT) od eunrer 
CAPTAIN |~ AN ee THIS FOR 


SOEIL? | / 
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idles 
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DID you 
SEE THAT? 
CAPTAIN 
SOEIL JUST 


BOUGHT A 
WOMAN'S 
HAIR TI 
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SESE CDOSOD SOOT OOOCOITOON es 
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PLEASED 









TO MEET 
g I SUSPECTED 
BEORC. SOMETHING LIKE 
IL AND I THIS. EVEN A 
HAVE BEEN STRAIGHT ARROW 







LIKE YOU HAS HIS 
INDULGENCES, 





I'M 
TSUKINA, 
THE OWNER 
OF. THIS 
CAFE. NICE 
TO MEET 
You! 
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I USED 
MAGIC_TO 
PROTECT 

THEM 

ALL! 


IT's 
A SPOT 
WHERE YOU 
EAT, DRINK, 
AND_READ_TO 
YOUR HEART'S 
CONTENT! 
YOU NEEDN'T 
WORRY ABOUT 
DAMAGING 
THE BOOKS. 














THEY'RE ALL 
MAGICALLY 


PROTECTED?! 





HOW 
LONG 
HAVE YOU 


RUN THIS 
CAFE? 


ALWAYS A 
BOOKWORM, 
EVEN WHEN 

WE WERE 

KIDS. 













HAD SPARE 
TIME AFTER 
SWORD- 
FIGHTING 
PRACTICE. 












VILLAGE, 
BOOKS WERE 
RARE. HE 
REREAD THE 
SAME ONES TILL 
THEY FELL 
APART. 











I'M 
GRABBING 
THE 
SEQUEL 
TO THIS. 
I'LL BE 
RIGHT 
BACK. 


OUT 
IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 











YOU 
GREW UP IN 
THE SAME 
VILLAGE? 


YOUR 
TEA'S 
ALMOST 
READY, 
IL. 



































HE'S 
BEEN 
LOOKING 
A LOT 
BETTER 
LATELY. 


WHOA! 
YOU CAST 
HEALING 
MAGIC ON 
THIS--AND 
IT STILL 
TASTES 
LIKE TEA! 




























WHAT'S 
YOUR TYPE, 
TSUKINA? 
OF Guy, T 
MEAN. 


SARA 
SMU 
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THE HELL 
WAS THAT 
FOR, IL?! 


















NO, IT 
WAS NICE 
TO MEET HIM! 
PLEASE, LET 
HIM KNOW HE'S 
WELCOME 
BACK ANY- 


THANK-YOU 
GIFT, FOR... 
FOR ALWAYS 


LUN 
~ 
Sui 
oc 
YO 
< 
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AND IT'S 
STURDY 
ENOUGH 
TO WEAR 
OFTEN! T’LL 
TAKE GOOD 





























NOT 
STALKING 
ME. 

















HEy! 
LOOKS LIKE 


YOu 


x 
ws 
= 


Zz 
©) 
uy 
a 
jay 
Zz 
x 
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Reimer 











YOU 
KNOW 
ABOUT 
HER, RIGHT? 
YOU'RE FROM 
THE SAME 


































SHE'S OUT- 
DONE YOU, 
IN A WAY. 
SHE'S TRULY 
AMAZING. 
































BUT 
SHE'S 
LIVING 

LARGE AT 
THE CASTLE, 
BRAGGING 
ABOUT 
BEING A 
SAVIOR. 


BeRReRRaLe 
intVHLELEIEt 


WANTED 

A QUIET 
LIFE, SO YOU 
SET UP SHOP 


DEEP IN THE 
FOREST... 





AND THAT'S 
NOT ALL. 
SHE HATES 
STUDYING-- 
SHE HASN'T 
LEARNED 


SO, 
SHE'S 
REALLY 
JUST FREE- 
LOADING 
AT THE 
CASTLE? 

















EVEN 
WHEN TI 
TOLD HER I 
WAS SENDING 
HER TOA 
DANGEROUS 
WORLD, SHE 
JUST ASKED ME 
TO MAKE HER 
PRETTY. 





SHE 
WAS THE 
ONLY CHILD OF 
A RICH COUPLE 
WHO'D BEEN 
TRYING FOR 
AGES TO HAVE 
A KID. THEY 
SPOILED 
HER. 


SHE DOES 


/ * NOW 
SATEVER i Aili \ ZE&S| THAT SHE'S 
SHE WANTS. 7 ‘: 


Spd Bbias. 
7 Re } ie 3 x a mr D 

ae ty saw ) n\n WAS Z THE PRINCE 
HER DLITIES es i 4 AROUND LER 
AS SAVIOR. FINGER... 
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ak 


SITUATION'S 
DETERIOR- 
ATING. 








YOU 
KNOW 
HOW TI TOLD 
YOU THAT 
THE PEOPLE 
I SEND 
HERE GAIN 
INCREDIBLE 
MAGIC 
POWERS? 


SO, IF 
THE OTHER 
SAVIOR 
WINDS UP 
IN A REALLY 
EMOTIONAL 


| SITUATION... 















SOMEONE 
NEW TO 
MAGIC CAN'T 
CONTROL 
THAT. 


THERE'S A 
PROBLEM? 





It'S 
NORMAL 
FOR 
EMOTION 
TO AFFECT 
THOSE 
POWERS. 





































































































HER 
MAGIC 
MIGHT WELL 
GO HAYWIRE-- 
AND THE ENTIRE 
COUNTRY 
WOULD PAY 
FOR IT. 























































































































BUT SHE'S 
PRETTY MUCH 
WASTING HER 

POWERS BY 

UNCONSCIOUSLY 
CONVERTING 


THE PRINCE IS 
INFATUATED. 








IF THEY 
END UP 
ON DEATH'S 


SKETCHY 
AS 
ALWAYS. 


I CAN 
EXTRACT 
HER WITHOUT 
LEAVING 
OTHEL IN 
RUINS. 


IF SHE'S 
PUTTING 
EVERYONE 
AT RISK, 
WHy'S 
SHE STILL 
HERE?! 


I CAN'T 
STEP IN 
UNLESS ONE 
OF THOSE 
THINGS 
HAPPENS. 


YOUR 
BARRIER 
SPELLS MIGHT 
BE HANDY IF 
THE OTHER 
SAVIOR LOSES 
CONTROL OF 
HER MAGIC. 
IF YOU CAN 
CONTAIN HER 
MELTDOWN... 





YOU'D 
LIKE ME 
TO STOP 
HER...?7 


I WANT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER 
IN THIS 
CASE. 






































GOOD 
QUESTION. 




















YOU'VE 
GOT AN 
EDGE WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
CONTROLLING 
YOUR 
POWERS. 













AND IF 
YOU KEEP 
STUDYING 

MAGIC, YOUR 

SPELLS WILL 
ONLY GET 

STRONGER. 












JUST 
WANTED 
TO TOUCH 
BASE WITH 
You. IN 
THE END, 
IT’S YOUR 
CALL. 
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_. 


Ma 
Hele 


Bee 











HOPEFULLY 
SHE'LL PUT 
DOWN 
ROOTS 
HERE. 





MY 
BUSINESS 
HERE IS 
DONE FOR 
NOW. 








WELCOME 


TILL NOW! HE II; 
MUST HAVE ff 
, HUH? 


WO 
Bh 
55 
ab 
33 


SURPRISED 


you 





MY 
GRAND- 
PARENTS 
RAISED ME 
AFTER MY 
PARENTS 
PASSED... 


THEY'RE 
BOTH 
GONE 
NOW. 


FRIEND OF 
YOURS...7 


I DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
FAMILY. 








MOSTLY SET 
UP THE CAFE 
ALONE--AND 
THAT MAN 
WAS A HUGE 






































I UNDER- 
STAND. MY 
APOLOGIES 
FOR BRINGING 
UP SUCH SAD 
MEMORIES. 


LONELY OR 

ANYTHING. 

ESPECIALLY 
NOT NOW 











WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


THE 
KNIGHTS 
ARE NEEDED 
TO SUPPRESS 
A MONSTER 
NEAR OTHEL'S 
BORDER. IT’S 
URGENT. 











ALMOST 
FORGOT-- 
HE'S THE 
KNIGHTS’ 
CAPTAIN. HE 
FIGHTS ON 





I CAST A 
BARRIER 
CHARM ON 
THIS MARBLE 
TO PROTECT 
YOU. PLEASE, 
TAKE IT. 











I'LL BE 

BACK IN 
A FEW 
DAYS. 
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\ TIME TO 
\ BRING IN 
, THE BOOKS 
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The Savior’s Book Café: 


The Saviors Book Café Story in Another World 
Bonus Story 


Tsukina’s Routine 


It was lunchtime. The stylish-looking restaurant, situated 
in the corner of a busy business district, was teeming with 
people. The place was crawling with customers wearing a 
variety of suits and uniforms; they chatted away and seemed 
to be enjoying their lunches. 

I was out to lunch with two of my girlfriends. As we sat 
down in the corner, one of them took the seat directly across 
from mine and said she had a proposition for me. 

“A proposition?” I asked. 

“Would you be up for a little get-together with some 
single guys around our age? Like a dinner,” she said. 

“You mean, like a mixer? I’m in my thirties, that’d feel a 
little...” 

“No, no, not a mixer, just a simple meal. And all the guys 
would be in their late thirties.” 

“What? Well, I’m not exactly in a rush to get married.” 

“Maybe that’s what you think, Tsukina, but—” 

“Hey, I don’t see what’s so bad about being single,” 
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my other friend said. “I might have a boyfriend, but ’m not 
looking to get married anytime soon, either.” 

“So, neither of you are interested?” 

“Do you go to a lot of these get-togethers?” 

“No, not really. I’m not too worried about getting 
married—I earn enough to support myself. Plus, P’d hate 
having less free time,” my propositioning friend replied. 

“T get that.” 

“So why'd you suggest it?” I asked. 

With a dumbfounded look, she nonchalantly said she 
had only suggested it because a friend had asked her to. 
Apparently, they needed more attendees, and so she was asked 
to invite her single colleagues. 

“Our company pays its employees well, don’t you think? 
Regardless of gender.” 

“My friend says it’s an ideal place to work if you want to 
get married, too. Even now, it’s not easy to find companies 
that have maternity leave and paternity leave.” 

“Maybe they treat us a little zoo well. A lot of us have 
stayed single on purpose.” 

I smiled wryly, taking a sip of my post-lunch coffee. 

Of course, many of our coworkers were married, or had 
partners. However, a good number of us were already in our 
thirties and yet to be married. We were either in relationships 
with no interest in taking the next step, or thought being in a 
relationship would cut into our free time. 

Our company had, strangely, proved itself to be a good 
place for independent people to build their careers. 


154 


“So, does this mean you're going to pass?” 

“Do you not want to go by yourself?” I asked. 

“No, it’s not that. I’m not interested in marriage, either. 
Neither is my boyfriend,” my friend said. 

“You got invited to a mixer even though youre seeing 
someone?” 

“Well, she doesn’t know that I’m with someone—she 
thinks I live for my hobbies. She broke up recently with her 
boyfriend of six years and wants to start dating again.” 

“Six years... Well, no wonder she wants to meet someone 
new.” 

Our ice cream couldn't have arrived at a better time. The 
three of us tucked in. 

“Speaking of boyfriends, Tsukina, you're not seeing 
anyone at the moment, right?” 

“No, I don’t have a boyfriend. I’m not sure that I need 
one. A boyfriend means less time for books,” I said. 

“Get outta here, you bookworm,” my friend teased. 

“By the way,” my other friend asked, “howd you spend 
your day off yesterday?” 

“In the morning, I went to one of my favorite bookstores 
and did some shopping. And then I spent the whole 
afternoon reading.” 

“Amazing. Guess you ave in a relationship—with the 
written word.” 

“Even if you don't care about marriage, don’t you want a 
boyfriend at least?” 

“If I had a boyfriend, I’d have to spend time with him, 
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right? Reading and cooking keep me busy when I’m not 
working—I can't imagine devoting that time to someone else,” 
I said. 

“Well, we're on the same page there,” my friend replied. 

“T love having time to myself too, but don’t you think 
dating would be fun?” my other friend asked. 

Upon hearing her question, I tried to picture myself on a 
date. Instead of spending my day off reading indoors, 

I imagined myself outside walking with someone. 

“Tt’s not that it doesn’t seem fun, I’m just not sure if 
I'd want to date someone whod go to a mixer of their own 
volition,” I said. 

“T understand. I mean, I met my current boyfriend 
completely by chance,” my other friend said. 

“Tsukina, seems like the only way youd get a boyfriend 
is if you happened to find a guy who was the perfect match,” 
my friend said. 

“T can't see even myself dating right now,” I said. 

“Td hate to kick my hobbies to the curb.” 

“Once you find a guy, Tsukina, you bet I’m going to make 
sure those words come back to haunt you.” 

“Huh?!” 


We headed back to the office laughing, just as our lunch 
hour came to a close. 

I finished my work, went home, and made dinner as 
usual. 

Before I went to bed, I opened the book I bought 
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yesterday and found the page I bookmarked. I spent some 
time reading. 

Sometimes reading love stories makes me long for the real 
thing. 

But if I was being realistic, I didn’t know if I even wanted 
a boyfriend. 

I made enough money to support myself, so I wasn’t 
worried about my future. I didn’t want kids, though I knew 
it'd be good for society. 

I just couldn't imagine giving up my “me” time for other 
people—I’m selfish in that way. 

Maybe it’s like what my friends were saying that 
afternoon; the only way I'd get a boyfriend is if I happened to 
meet someone and we hit it off. 

“T can’t see that happening, either.” 

With a small, bitter grin, I turned the page and immersed 
myself in the world of my book. 

At the time, I thought I'd never have a boyfriend, but 
what I thought then became irrelevant when I forgot it 
myself. I never knew that, in the near future, I'd be taken 
to another world by a being claiming to be “God.” 

When he opened the door of the café of my dreams, 

I never expected I'd come to like sharing my time with 
someone else. 
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